GCYO Through the Years
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Breenville County Youth Grchestra X
-~ ¢ 2 =
Booster Club ’

December 11, 1979

The GCYO Booster Club was organized in November to develop interest in
and promote the activities of the Orchestra program and to lend finan-
cial and moral support. The Booster Club is off and running. Members
are signing up. Fund raising activities are producting excellent re-
sults: there's something in the kitty. More needs to be done in the
weeks ahead.

Orchestra/Booster Club members have been working hard to help with the
expenses for the April in Miami performance at the Conference of the
National Music Educators Associate. Every dollar raised by Booster

Club Activities will reduce the financial burden on Orchestra members

and their families.
Your help and talents are needed to build up the accomplishments of t

young men and women who are the Greenville County Youth Orchestra,

Please join the proud parents and friends who are active in the work ¢
Please plan to join us at our meeting on January 13

the Booster Club.

On behalf of the GCYO Booster Club chairpersons and officers, it is a
pleasure to wish you a blessed and musical Christmas holiday.

AP

Daniel T, O'Connell
President

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY:
NEXT MEETING

Greenville‘County Youth Orchestra Booster Club will
have a covered dish supper and a get-to-know=-you

program




Greenville County Y outh
Orchestra Booster Club

4 WINNERS

DINNER FOR TWO:
Cork & Cleaver The Forum

20 Lb. HAM 20 Lb. TURKEY
You do not have to be present to win

$1.00 Donation
Drawing Tuesday, Dec. 11, 1979
Fine Arts Center




HONOR AWARB

THIS CERTIFICATE IS GRATEFULLY AWARDED TO

THE GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA

In recognition of outstanding accomplishment and unselfish devotion
toward the advancement of the ideals and objectives of N'S O A.

=M RENCE
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA




Crescent Music Club

Greenville, South Carolina

pl’CSCI’ltS

JOANNE COHEN
Violinist

GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
of the Greenville County School System

James B. Senn, Conductor

Dr. Robert Washburn, Guest Conductor

March 25, 1980 - 7:30 P. M.

Crescent Music Club of Greenville

Presents the

FOURTH ANNUAL
ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL

OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF GREENVILLE COUNTY

Dedicated to

DR. RAYMOND O. THIGPEN
1930 — 1979
A tribute to

his Life, his Work, his Music

Dr. J. Floyd Hall, Superintendent
Mrs. Marion Uldrick, Fine Arts Consultant




The School District of Greenville County

PRESENTS

THE SIXTH ANNUAL
ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL

WITH

FIDDLE/FADDLES

S0

VARIATIONS
GREENVILLE COUNTY

STRING ENSEMBLE

&S
GREENVILLE COUNTY

YOUTH ORCHESTRA

DriJ. Floyd Hall, Superintendent
Mr. James B. Senn, Instriimental Consultant

MAY 6, 1982

GREENVILLE .\1E.\1(:)RIAL AUDITORIUM
Greenville, South Carolina
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Viola

* Danny Nox
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Cello

*Mario De Armas

Lusnne Grant
Ritchie Harvey
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Violin 11
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Viola
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Tim C
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Shannon Smith
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Bass
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Viola

* Joanna Shelton

Jennifer Vande Weghe

Gary Poster
Kathy Hill
Adrian Long
Wendy Harrison
Ellen Stevens

Melissa Charping
Kenny Anderson
Cello

* Jennifer Beinor
James Garrett
Troy Kleckley
Sara Spicer Wallace
Richmond Stokely
Basy

* Laurie Miller

GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHSTRA

Cynthia Lusk

Patti Ann Moss
Ang mith
Mike Spratt
Rene Taylor
Doug Waters
Jane Weiger
Violin 11

Tim Arnold
Richard Cranford

alg Jillard
Bill Drake
Susan Henry
Melissa Imholz
Myra Kelly
Chip Lanford
Susan Lawing
Kim [nHu

1 Looser

Tonya '- itchell
Chris O'Rear
Chrissa Ozzimo

\1 sureen Pao
Richardson
ullivan

Kavita Vakharia

Viola

Amy Alexander
Chris Austin
Martha Bayne

aris Johnson
*John F. Sullivan
Kathi Thackston
Jesse Williams
Kathy Woodward
Cello
Randy Archer
Cathy Baskins
Pat Hanahan

* Lori Hare
Christie Littlejohn
Colleen Marcou
Clay McConnell
Bob Moody
Brantley Smith
Mike V: .un e Weghe
Pam Zander

Bass

* Kenneth Drummond
Thomas Neideigh
Ronnie Vergnolle

Flute

Hamilton

D Parsons

Heidi Tribbett
* Pam Wilkins

Clarinet

Jeffrey King

\uuh '\l.nmn
* Carole Parlier

Dean Zywicki

Bass Clarinet
Martha Heile

Oboe
Kay Kirby

* Claire Sayce
Bassoon

* Alan Dabney
Joy Williams

French Horn
Dennis Cohens
Tina Hester

* Sammy Jordan
Brian McLaurin
Tonya Scott

Trumpet

* Larry Conlin
Becky Looper
Bill Turner
Todd Zywicki
Trombone

* Manshall Carson
Mark Mauldin
Tuba

Joey Ramsey

Percussion

* John Cook
Lee Haynes
Michael Shirley
Michael Youngblood

Assistant Directors

Jean Clarke
Kathaleen Fowler
Nancy Molleson
Eliza Stockman

Percussion Assistant

Michael Richardson




PROGRAM

STRINGSATIONS
William Thomas, Conductor
Grace Huff, Raymond McGee, Kerri Mulderink, Assistant Conductors
Waltzing Leaves. . . . SO0 £ 5 Mueller-Rusch
Pavan. e S Sotoio o R .....dJames Brown
Minuet S st B oo St .....James Brown
Roberta Waltz . . ... Mueller-Rusch

VARIATIONS
Bruce McLean, Conductor
Paul Christopher, Karen Schruender, Assistant Conductors
Minuet and March . . . . e e o St : ....J.S. Bach
Arr.V. Nelhybel
Plink, Plank, Plunk S . ..Leroy Anderson
Harvest Song from Czech Folk Song Suite . Arr. Merle J. Isaac

GREENVILLE COUNTY STRING ENSEMBLE

Ronald Mattern, Conductor
Judith E. Bowman, Jonathan Sullivan, Assistant Conductors

Allegro in C from Quartet No. 4, K. 157 W. A. Mozart
Arr. M. Isaac

Sonatina for Strings, Opus 36, No. 1. . ..M. Clementi
Arr. Applebaum

Surprise Variations Vaclav Nelhybel

GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
James B. Sern, Conductor
Jean Clarke, Kathaleen Fowler, Nancy Molleson,
Eliza Stockman, Assistant Conductors
. Wallingford Rieger
.... W. A. Mozart

Dance Rhythms for Orchestra, Opus 58
Adagio in E Major, K. 261. . . 3

Russian Easter Overture N. Rimsky-Korsakoff
Jerry Boch

Fiddler on the Roof
Arr. Felton Rapley

America The Beautiful . . Sammuel A. Ward

Stringsations
Variations
Greenville County String Ensemble
Greenville County Youth Orchestra

After an orchestra introduction, the audience is invited to participate in
singing the first verse of America the Beautiful.
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The School District of Greenville County
Greenville, South Carolina
Presents
The Greenville County Youth Orchestra
And
The Greenville County Singers

February 26, 1982
Louisiana Superdome
New Orleans, Louisiana







STROM THURMOND

BOUTH CAROLINA

The President Pra Tempore
UNITED STATES SENATE

October 7, 1983

James Senn
222 Randall Street : :
Greenville, South Carolina 29609
Dear Mr. Senn:

My wife, Nancy, attended the 1983 District Faculty
Meeting of the School District of Greenville County on
Wednesday, October 5, 1983.

She said the performance of the Greenville County
Youth Orchestra was outstanding, and I commend you for
your direction.

If I may be of assistance to you in any way, please

do not hesitate to call upon me.

With kindest regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

Strom Thurmond




Jan. 9, 1984

Organizers of
Musical Springtime in Dubrovnik
May 01 - July 09, 1984

Greenville County Youth Symphony
James B. Senn, Conductor

Fine Arts Center

1613 W. Washington Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

U s A

The Dubrovnik Symphony Orchestra warmly extends an

Iinvitation to the Greenville County Youth Orchestra

to participate in the Tenth Musical Springtime in

Dubrovnik Yugoslavia 1984.

Wwe look forward to your participation in this

musical event.

Ivo Drazinié, Conductor
Luko Obradovié, Director
Ivo Breskovié, Secretary




The Advertising Federation
of Greenville

Proudly Presents

‘A View from the Top”’
Friday, February 17, 1984

The Sheraton Central
Greenville, South Carolina

Cocktails B e e i e g e gy el s 6:30 p.m.

Entertainment The Spectrum Singers and
The Greenville County Youth Orchestra

1984 Addy Awards Theme Sandcastle Productions
“A View from the Top”’

Presentationteie s s siess s Frboh i <o e Nl & 8:00 p.m.

Master of Ceremonies Mike Collins

Producer and Host of Carolina Journal, ETV;

Weekend Personality, WBT, Charlotte

Prerecorded Portions WYFE-TV

Live Videotape WGGS-TV

Seundiv s e e Custom Recording
Entertainment

High Tide

Open Bar, Hors d’oeuvres, Dancing

TO
DUBROVNIK

A
Benefit Variety Show

For

THE GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA

James Senn, Conductor

McAlister Auditorium
Furman University

8:00 p.m.

March 24, 1984




MUSICAL SPRINGTIME IN DUBROVNIK

e e e e e e U

~

INVITATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL — YUGOSLAVIA

Sportska dvorana U 21 sat

Congress hall At 9 p. m.

Utorak
Tuesday

Greenville County Youth Orchestra

UEES VA

Gradski orkestar Dubrovnik

YUGOSLAVIA

12. 06. 1984.

KONCERT AMERICKE | JUGOSLAVENSKE GLAZBE SA 150 IZVOBACA
CONCERT OF AMERICAN AN YUGOSLAV MUSIC
WITH 150 PERFORMERS
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presents

“An Old Fashioned Christmas”

The Greenville Memorial Auditorium
December 7, 8 and 9, 1984

GREENVILLE COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
The Greenville County Youth Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the support of the GCYO Booster Club, Steve McDowell,

President.

VIOLIN 1 CELLO OBOES FRENCH HORNS

Betsy Bishop** Bob Moody* Kay Kirby* Eric Manske

Beth Anderson James Garrett Susan King Tina Hester

Richard Cranford Kathie Hamilton John Vigil
BASSOON Brian Kelly

Ember Deitz Lisa Hollibaugh
Bill Drake Troy Kleckley Joy Williams
TROMBONES

Becky Garrett Christi Littlejohn
Susan Henry Colleen Marcou CLARINETS Jeffrey Khoe*
Cindy Martin* Bill Stone

Myra Kelly Brantley H. Smith

Chip Lanford Karla Stewart Dean Zywicki David Comer

Kim Lollis Mike Vandeweghe

Kristen Looser Pamm Zander TRUMPETS TUBA

Renee McDowell Bill Tumer® Jerel Warren

Tonya Sabrina Mitchell BASS John Tumer

Chrissa Ozzimo Kenneth Drummond*® Greg Martin PERCUSSION

Maureen Pao LeRoy Kennedy Anthony Balding Johnny Williams*

Bonnie Richardson Randy Boyd Lee Haynes

Angie Smith PICCOLLO Richard Upton Harris Teague

Jane Weiger Cindy Massey Clif Smith
Jeff Rainey

VIOLIN 1l FLUTES Michael Edwards
Lisa Racquel Jeter* Allison Foster*®
Muriel Amey Samantha Girardeau
Lisa Bergman Lisa Ashley

Lisa Biege

Elizabeth Childs

Paige Dillard

Linda Karen Lee

Marvin Neeley

Amit Rakhit

Sonja Sims

Penny Smith

Chris Spiak

Mary Trull

Amita Vakharia

Christi Wassmer

Stan Wilson

VIOLA

Charis Johnson*

Tim Cato

Melissa Charping

Shelia Grayson

Adrian J. Long

Gerbrand (Gary) Poster IV
JoAnna Shelton

Jennifer Vandeweghe
Katy Woodward

**Concert Master
*Principal
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To Produce
Excellence

Simpsonville
pianist shares
love of music

;) 4 -
The Greenville County R -
Y Utgorchestra v an 1 yea B o AR e B e g bl misions. |
) (o] A2 i jight his  Hillerest Hosiae Ch s srogram,
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"My did always played classical

music, [+ g the first thing | comembes
ream student” hearing,” Sanith said-

35 taught piana lessons fo His favorite composers are
ars. “Heisan ¢ Beethioven and Mozart.

See PIANO, Poge 1
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The School District of Greenville County,
Dr. Bill Harner, Superintendent
The Fine Arts Center
Dr. Roy Fluhrer, Director
and the
GCYO Association,
Karen Allen, President,
present

Greenville County
Youth Orchestra

Gary A. Robinson, Director

Orchestra Camp 2001
Concluding Concert

Twitchell Auditorium, Converse College
Sunday, August 19, 2001
4:00 p.m

Greenville County Youth Orchestra

Gary A. Robinson, Director

Jeff Purtle, Personnel/Operations, Brass
Mary AllyB Purtle, Music Library, Woodwinds
Jennifer Taylor, Apprentice (Converse College)

Flutes

Bridget Whitten

Oboes
Melissa Allen
Syntha Neal
Leah Whiddon

Clarinets

Alison Connington
Meredith Rogers
Kim Zayas

Bassoons
Monica Morgan
Patrick Tarrant

Saxophone
Matthew Hiott

Horns
Debbie Barrett
Jean Beckwith
Jason Ward

Trumpets

Graham Connington
Nate Krueger
Michael Morris

Seth Paxton

Trombones
Owen Caprell
Matthew Laney
Evan McDonell

Tuba
Liz Jamison

Keyboards
Thomas Russell

Percussionists
Nikhil Bumb
Alex Demosthenes
Caleb Gaston
Jesse Lee

Violin I

Lena Benson
Emily Blankenship
Dixie Clayton
Christine Crumpler
Emily Groves
Elizabeth Johnson
Annie Mahaffey
Nichelle Nichols
Lane Pellew

Chloe Robinson
Matt Russell

Alan Stone

Violin II
Jenny Barton
Catherine Carroll
Elizabeth Littell
Abby Liu

Paul McKenney
Joseph Plaxco
Jean Stames
Julie Wilson
Claire Zeigler

Violas

Sarah Alexander
Emily Coleman
Katie Coleman
Jonathan Hyslop

- Wes Johnson
- Laura Martin

Susannah Plaster
Melissa Sims

Cellos

Kris Hamil
Christa Labadorf
Jean Loder

Sally Pesavento
Almut Peters
Spencer Player
Courtney Taylor

Bass
Nathaniel Johnson
Jennifer Taylor




»»non-profit profile

Holly (1prel| all

the worth and n

Greenville County Youth

Orchestra.

Busmess riefs

Caprell appointed first-
executlve director of GCYO

Holly Caprell
has been named
the first execu-
tive director of
the Greenville
County Youth:
Orchestra Asso-

ciation. She re- .

ceived her bach-

Caprell elor’s degree

from Converse College and is
the music director at Simpson-

ville First Presbyterian Church.

She also is a private voice and pi-
ano teacher and-the voice teach-
er in the South Side Private:Mu-

-sicians: program at Southside

Christian School.

The Greenville County Youth
Orchestra is the Orchestra-in-
Residence at Greenville County
School District’s Fine Arts Cen-
ter and part of the school dis-
trict’s After School Strings Pro-

gram that encompasses school .

string classes, a' countywide
Fines Arts Center and three oth-
er after-school orchestras -
Philharmonic, Sinfonia and Jr.
Smfoma

Clemson plans workshop

The Clemson Unlver51
Small Business Developm
Center will sponsor a works
for small businéss owners of 1
state South Carolina from ‘7
p.m. Oct. 18 at the Umversfcy !
Center Auditorium, 225 S
Pleasantburg Drive, Greenvﬂle,;

Participants should bring the
following to the workshop:

| | Busmess checkbook.
' ® Driver’s license.
H Federal tax ID number

you are’ a corporation, partne1
Shlp or LLC.

) All business owners vnth

20 percent or more interes

should attend in person.
"B Green Card if you are a pet-
manent re51dent
To pull your credit report; v1
it wwwannualcreditreport. corﬂ
All credlt accounts must be cur

tion is requ1red Confirmation '
registration will be provided. . %

Call 370 1545 or e-ma11 s




Youth Orchestra takes on challenges

Cellist Seth Russell to solo
at first concert of season

By Ann Hicks

If there’s a theme to the
Greenville County Youth Or-
chestra’s first concert of the
season, it is this: “Never under-
estimate a teen-ager with tal-
ent, an instrument and a
dream,” says Maestro Gary A.
Robinson.

Unlike most youth orchestras,

which sample single-movement
orchestral pieces and selected

movements from larger works,
the 56-member GCYO will per-

form complete symphonies and
concerti, showcasing soloists
from within its own ranks.

“It’s remarkable for what the
kids have set out to accomplish,”
Robinson says.

The Thursday night concert
will feature Brahms’ boisterous
Academic Festival Overture, a
work frequently associated with
youth ensembles because of its
school associations. Brahms
(1833-1897) composed the
overture to celebrate an hon-
orary doctorate awarded to him
by the University of Breslau in
1880. The composer conducted
the work at its premiere.

HEIDI HEILBRUNN / Staff

Cellist Seth Russell rehearses with the orchestra.

What: Young Artist Concert No.1
by the Greenville County Youth
Orchestra

When: 8 p.m. Oct. 18

Where: Peace Center’s Gunter
Theatre

Tickets: $10

Information: 46

GCYO principal cello Seth
Russell will solo on Camille
Saint-Saens’ Cello Concerto No,
1, considered one of the great-
est of all cello concertos.

Russell has been a member of
GCYO since 2004. He’s a home-
schooled senior and attends the
Fine Arts Center, where he
studies chamber music with
John Ravnan and coaches
strings students in the after-

School program.

The young cellist was amem-
ber of one of the Fine Arts Cen-
ter’s string quartets that tied for
first place in the South Carolina

» Instrumental Chamber Music

Competition in 2005. In addi-
tion, as a member of a Fine Arts
Center string quartet, he com-
peted in the final rounds of the
Fischoff National Chamber Mu-
sic Competition in 2005.

Seth and the members of the
Delta Trio took first place in the
South Carolina competition in
2006, and he and the members
of the Jocassee Sextet placed
first in 2007.

The orchestra will also per-
form Haydn’s Symphony No.
104, one of the composer’s
“London” symphonies.

For about two decades, the
Greenville County Youth Or-
chestra existed as two orches-
tras: a larger symphony orches-
tra, whose students encom-
passed a relatively wide ability
range; and a smaller chamber
orchestra designed for the
most- skilled players.

Starting this season, the or-
chestra rehearsals were
combined into one three-hour
session, which allows the stu-
dents and their conductor time
to play complete works and to
examine their inner workings in
minute detail, Robinson says.

As additional incentive for on-
going achievement, GCYO
members receive a full honors-
level school credit through the
Fine Arts Center for their suc-
cessful participation.

HEIDI HEILBRUNN / SI

Gary Robinson, right; conduets the Greenvile County Youth Orchestra during practice at the Fine

Arts Center.




Robinson

Young musicians
tackle ‘the
big-name pieces’

phyde@greenvillenews.com

In 1985, Gary Robinson,
a young, talented musi-
cian, got two solid offers
for conducting jobs — one
in White Plains, N.Y., the
other in Greenville, S.C.

“I chose to come to
Greenville because of tt
impressive dedication to
the arts in the Greenville
community and especially
in Greenville schools,”
says Robinson.

More than two decades
later, he’s sure he made
the right decision.

“Even in times of eco-
nomic uncertainty, the
school district has con-
tinued to offer the highest
level of musical training
for its most enthusiastic
students,” he says.

On Thursday, Robinson
celebrates his 25th season
as conductor of the Young
Artist Orchestra at a 7:30
p.m. concert at the Peace
Center’s Gunter Theatre.
On the program are works
by Vaughan Williams, Mo-
zart and Gade.

The 60-member Young
Artist Orchestra is the
most advanced of the five
orchestras that comprise
the Greenville County
Youth Orchestras.

The five ensembles in-
clude as many as 3l

no includin;

public, private and
home-schooled
students in Green-
ville County.
Robinson is
proud of the Young
Artist  Orchestra
for always tackling
“the big-name
pieces” com-
plete symphonies
by Beethoven, Dvorak,
Tchaikovsky and others.
His young musicians
are fearless, he says.
“Having been around
this music for a while I'm
sometimes wary,” says
Robinson, a faculty mem-
ber of the Greenville
County Schools Fine Arts
Center. “The kids, not
knowing about this diffi-
culty, will suggest ridicu-
lously hard music to play.
“They don’t realize how
tough itis —so they rise to
the challenge.”
He adds: “Our schedul-
i of Beethoven’s 7th

Robinson

Symphony later in
the year has some-
thing to do with
this youthful bra-
vado.”

He also men-
tions the orches-
tra’s recent per-
formance of Tchai-
kovsky’s challeng-
ing Symphony
No. 2.

“The kidsjust played the
pants off of it,” he says.

A big highlight for the
orchestra was being cho-
sen, after a competitive au-
dition, to open the June na-
tional convention of the
League of American Or-
chestras, the professional
organization for ensem-
bles throughout the na-
tion.

Through the years, the
Young Artist Orchestra
also has performed at
Washington’s  Kennedy
Center, at the Piccolo Spo-
leto Festival in Charleston

celebrates 25 years with youth

The Green-
ville County
Youth Orches-
tras’ Young
Artist Orches-
tra performs
Thursday at
the  Gunter
Theatre.

BILL KENDIG

and on tours throughout
South Carolina.

In addition to conduct-
ing the Young Artist Or-
chestra, Robinson is a per-
cussionist ~with  The
Greenville Symphony Or-
chestra and conductor of
the Foothills Philharmon-
ic.

How does he feel about
his 25th anniversary with
the Young Artist Orches-
tra?

“It’s gone by in a flash,”
he says. “Time flies when
you're having fun.

“But the number 25, be-
ing a quarter century, defi-
nitely gives one the feeling
of having been around a
while,” he says with a
laugh.

The Young Artist Or-
chestra rehearses once a
week and performs three
concerts a year at Gunter
Theatre. Italso joins its sis-
ter ensembles for eventsin
other venues.

orchestra

YOU CAN GO
M What: The Young Artist
Orchestra’s “Best of
Friends” concert, cele-
brating Dr. Gary Robinson’s
25 seasons as conductor.
W When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday.
W Where: Peace Center’s
Gunter Theatre, 300 S.
Main St.
M Tickets: $15 for adults; $8
for students and children.
M Information: 864-467-3000
www.peacecenter.ol

Many Young Artist Or-
chestra players have gone
on to prestigious conser-
vatories and other univer-
sity music programs.

“A fair percentage of our
kids go on to colleges and
conservatories to study
music,” says Robinson.
“But they all have a deep
commitment to music-
making regardless of their
professional ambition.

“My involvement is
more than matched by the
amazing talent and com-
mitment of the teens in the
orchestra.”

Thursday’s  perform-
ance, titled “Best of
Friends,” includes Vaugh-
an Williams’ Overture to
“The Wasps,” Mozart’s
Flute Concerto No.2

(with soloist Anna Haw-
key) and Danish compos-
er Niels Gade’s Symphony
No. 5, with its prominent
piano part played by Sarah
Beam.

“It's a terrific concert,
and the kids are playing
beautifully,” Robinson
says.
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Replay this slideshow (minus the music) by
visiting our website:

GCYO.net



